Sutherland Miller 
Sutherland Daniel Miller, Jr., Ph.D., a former Commissioner of Mental Health for the state of Vermont and former Director of Mental Health for the state of Colorado died on Tuesday, April 29, in Charlotte, North Carolina. He was 75 and had until recently resided in West Lebanon, New Hampshire. 

Dr. Miller, who began his career as a successful model, singer, and actor in the 1950s, was a force for change in mental health administration and policy and made lasting contributions in the movements toward deinstitutionalization and HIV prevention and care. Dr. Miller’s willingness to engage controversial issues thoughtfully and to develop leading-edge mental health programming followed him through his roles as Director of Columbia University’s College Counseling Center, a mental health administrator at Sound View Throgs-Neck Community Mental Health Center and an assistant deanship at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, where he designed the curriculum for one of the country’s first administrative psychiatry training programs. 

After leaving Einstein, he became Director of the Western Region Health and Retirement Funds for the United Mine Workers based in Colorado. In this role, Dr. Miller fought for and won the right for Native American medicine men to receive reimbursement for providing services to members of their tribes, among other innovative policies. Dr. Miller was then appointed to direct Colorado’s Mental Health system where he made significant improvements to the state’s mental health system. By the end of his tenure, Colorado was among the highest ranked state mental health system in the nation. 

Dr. Miller became faculty at the National Institute of Mental Health’s staff college, providing national training and leadership on mental health administration. He was next appointed Commissioner of Mental Health and Mental Retardation by former Vermont Governor Richard A. Snelling. In Vermont, Dr. Miller closed the state hospital and deinstitutionalizing mental health services, shifting these services to community-based facilities.

Dr. Miller left mental health administration in 1986 to turn his attention toward a life-long interest in teaching and training. He returned to Albert Einstein College of Medicine where he and his colleagues at the College of Medicine’s Research and Training Program for Persons with Psychiatric Disabilities developed a series of acclaimed trainings to teach former psychiatric patients and homeless populations how to live successfully in the community. These courses were in use in over 300 mental health facilities across the country and have been translated into Japanese, Swedish and Dutch, among other languages. As his reputation for developing training programs grew, Dr. Miller began a long-term collaboration with several colleagues who were then affiliated with Columbia University’s HIV Center for Clinical and Behavioral Studies and its Psychiatric Institute. There he developed two series of trainings, one on adolescent suicide and the other on HIV prevention and living with HIV for adolescents. Dr. Miller ultimately joined the HIV Center for Clinical and Behavioral Studies fulltime as a research scientist and clinical professor, developing trainings for a variety of vulnerable populations at the highest risk of exposure to HIV. These trainings are among those listed as best-evidence interventions by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and have been selected for national diffusion as part of the CDC’s effort to build national capacity to reduce rates of HIV infection. 

Throughout his life, Dr. Miller cultivated a love for literature, religion, travel, and nature, having served as a member of the Rocky Mountain Rescue Association in Colorado and spending summers happily by the sea in Fire Island, New York. After his retirement, Dr. Miller and his second wife Barbara Pringle traveled the world extensively, collecting arts and artifacts. Dr. Miller also wrote poetry, plays, and short fiction throughout his life. He was a long-time practitioner of Zen Buddhism and student of the Zen Mountain Monastery in Mt. Tremper, New York. 

Born in Davenport, Iowa in 1932, Dr. Miller was the eldest of three children. He was a graduate of Oberlin College and obtained his Ph.D. from Columbia University. Dr. Miller is survived by his wife, Barbara Pringle, of Charlotte, North Carolina and West Lebanon, New Hampshire, his daughters, Robin of Okemos, Michigan and Laura of Montclair, New Jersey, son, Sutherland of Washington, DC, grandchildren Evan and Arielle, his brother Bruce of Montclair, New Jersey, his sister Jacqueline Petersen of Las Vegas, Nevada, and an extended family of stepchildren, Eric Winter and family of Charlotte, North Carolina, Latifa Jaimia and family of White River Junction, Vermont, and nieces and nephews. He was pre-deceased by his first wife of 35 years, the former Barbara Ann Bowens. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Northern Stage Theatre in White River Junction, Vermont, The Nature Conservancy, Doctors without Borders, or the Zen Mountain Monastery.
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